
Newbury Carnival 2017 
 

 

Information for all vehicle Drivers 
 
Welcome to Newbury Carnival 2017.  Many of you will be giving up a 
Sunday to drive for this event.  On behalf of Newbury Carnival 2017 
and the group you are representing, thank you all for your support. 
 
This pack provides information that is important for the safe running 
of this event.  Some of the details are obvious but they are included 
for the benefit of all drivers, some of whom may not be professional 
drivers or are carrying out this type of driving for the first time. 
 
The Carnival Stewards will be directing all traffic involved in the 
Carnival Parade. They will be wearing fluorescent jackets with 
Newbury Carnival Steward displayed on the back.  You must follow 
all their instructions on the day. 
 
You may arrive from 12:45 onward and must have with you a valid 
MOT certificate for inspection.  You should also have your Parade 
entry number prominently displayed for the prize judges to see. 
 
For all drivers of larger vehicles (including HGV) there are additional 
notes at the end of this pack.  These notes are also relevant to all 
drivers and specifically new drivers in the parade. 
 

Please help us to have a safe and enjoyable 
Newbury Carnival 2017 

 
If you have any queries about Health & Safety in connection with the Newbury Carnival Parade,  

please contact the coordinator of our H&S Lead Clayton White 07947 451684 
 



General Information 
 
1) The Carnival Parade route map is included in this information pack.  
You can also find a map of the Carnival Parade route on our website 
at: www.newburycarnival.info  
2) You must attend the float drivers’ briefing in Pound Street at 1.40pm.This will 
take place in the car park of the CO-OP building, opposite Jewsons. 
3) The Carnival Parade start is at 2.00pm. 
4) The head of the Carnival Parade will finish is in Parkway at circa 2.45pm.  All larger 
vehicles will be stack-parked at the finish under the direction of the Carnival Stewards. 
5) Any motorised vehicle which is part of your entry and which is also in any display in 
Victoria Park must inform Ruth Walker, hello@newburycarnival.info, by 1st July 2017. 
(This information is also contained in the Information for Entrants.) 
6) Access to Victoria Park for such vehicles shall be via St Mary’s Road only. You should 
be aware that this road will also be a pedestrian route into the Park for spectators 
and extra care should be taken at all times. This road is very narrow and bendy.  
Carnival Stewards will be on hand and may advise you to wait, depending on the level of 
pedestrian traffic. You must follow their instructions at all times. (This information is also 
contained in the Information for Entrants.) 
7) Under no circumstances will any vehicle not previously approved be allowed to join the 
parade or access controlled roads. 
 
 
Pound Street 

(Note:  smaller Walking Groups will be forming up in Station Road) 
 
8) The route to Pound Street is via Andover Road A343, Buckingham Road,  
Enborne Road/Pound Street.  The turn into Enborne Road can be narrow. 
9) PLEASE NOTE: there will be no vehicle access to Pound Street via Bartholomew 
Street. 
10) Please do not arrive before 12:45pm. 
11) NO float personnel are to travel on a float to Pound Street. (This information is also 
in the Information for Entrants.) 
12) You MUST follow the Carnival Stewards’ instructions on arrival in Pound Street,  
as vehicles will be stack-parked on both sides of the road.  Please keep the gaps in front 
to a minimum. 
 
 
The Parade 
 
13) You are asked to keep a safe but minimum distance between parade entries, thereby 
avoiding large gaps in the parade and enabling a casual walking pace, which must not be 
exceeded. 

 
If you have any queries about Health & Safety in connection with the Newbury Carnival Parade,  

please contact the coordinator of our H&S Lead Clayton White 07947 451684 
 

http://www.newburycarnival.info/


14) Each lorry, large vehicle or bucket collecting ‘float’ must supply 2 marshals: one for 
each side of the float. Your marshals will control your float personnel, especially any 
bucket collectors, and importantly will react to such things as dropped or misplaced coins, 
thus minimising the risk of members of the public retrieving such items.  Float marshals 
must escalate any potential incidents to the Carnival Stewards located along route.  
Marshals must be over 18, must not have any other float duties and must attend the 
float marshals briefing (The float marshals’ briefing will take place in Pound Street at 
1.45pm in the car park of the Co-Op building, opposite Jewsons.). 
15) Please be aware of children and adults attempting to retrieve fallen coins, sweets 
or other articles thrown at your float or the one in front by members of the public.  
This is why you have float marshals on either side of your vehicle, to support the 
driver. 
 
 
Parkway 
 
16) Please follow the Carnival Stewards’ instructions, as they will be double and single 
stack-parking the floats, depending on your arrival position in Parkway. 
17) Drivers must stay with their vehicles whilst stacked in Parkway. 
18) Float personnel have been instructed to disembark from their floats on the side 
nearest to the kerb. This will be on the Victoria Park side or as specifically directed by 
the Carnival Stewards. 
19) Departure of floats from Parkway will need to be completed and the road re-opened 
by 4.00pm.  This will be conducted under the control of the Carnival Stewards. With the 
approval of West Berkshire Highways, exit of Newbury Carnival Parade vehicles from 
Parkway will be via the traffic controlled canal bridge in a southerly direction into The 
Wharf.  There is no weight restriction and large vehicles will be given assistance in exiting 
at the mini-roundabout at the junction of Wharf Road and Bear Lane. 
20) NO float personnel are permitted to travel on floats departing from the parade. 
21) In exceptional circumstances, a vehicle may exit the Carnival Parade altogether via 
London Road.  If this is your wish, thereby avoiding parking in Parkway, you are required to 
make this known to Ruth Walker, hello@newburycarnival.info, by 1st July.  If so, the 
vehicle must be road worthy and all non-legally seated personnel are to disembark in 
London Road, immediately after the mini-roundabout to Parkway.  This permission is 
normally restricted to road legal entries such as Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service vehicles, 
classic cars, etc.  (This information is also contained in the Information for Entrants.) 
 
22) All floats will be inspected prior to the procession by a competent person, who has the 
final decision on inclusion in the procession. 
 
Thank you for your assistance in helping to make this a safe and enjoyable day! 
 
  

 
If you have any queries about Health & Safety in connection with the Newbury Carnival Parade,  

please contact the coordinator of our H&S Lead Clayton White 07947 451684 
 



GUIDELINES for All Motor Vehicles in Carnivals: 
1. The Vehicle and any trailer forming part of the float must comply with section 40 A of 
the Road Traffic Act 1988, amended in 1991 (not using a vehicle in a dangerous condition). 
2. A certificate of vehicle Insurance or suitable indemnity must be in force covering the 
use of the vehicle and float in the carnival. The vehicle must be taxed and MOT’d. The 
driver should be adequately qualified to drive the vehicle, and not breach their working 
hours under the Working Time Directive. Each entry should produce a public liability 
document in order to participate. 
3. The float vehicle or trailer must be of a sound construction. All trailers must be 
attached to a towing vehicle with a safety chain/wire rope. All vehicles that are towing a 
trailer must comply with the weight restrictions and have adequate brakes designed for 
the purpose to prevent any collision with the float in front or following. Vehicles which 
have trailers attached must have a means of preventing any persons crossing between the 
vehicle and trailer. 
4. All equipment & displays must be securely attached to the float in such a manner that it 
will not become detached whilst going up or down a hill or when stopping. Decoration 
should not cover vehicle or trailer lights, number plates, driver mirrors, driver sight lines, 
reversing cameras or protrude outside the confinement of the trailer/vehicle area. 
5. Any electrical equipment and/or generators must have been PAT tested or inspected by 
a competent person. The draw must not exceed the safe load/supply. Cables should be 
taped down to prevent trip hazards. Ensure there is a provision in place for bad weather. 
6. All participants on floats should be provided with safe and suitable method to mount 
and dismount. All participants must be seated securely or provided with suitable 
restraints by the entrant to prevent falling from the float whilst in the procession (this 
may include straw bales, a barrier or other solid construction between the individual and 
the edge of the float). No float is to carry more passengers than is considered safe for 
the area of the float or that would contravene the Maximum Permitted Load. 
7. Children should be supervised by an adult at all times to avoid injury by falling on 
start/stop of the vehicle or over reaching off the sides.  
8. Strictly no alcohol is to be consumed prior to or during the procession by drivers, 
passengers or marshals. 
9. Each float must be under the supervision of two float marshals who will walk alongside 
the float. The marshals must be in contact with the driver at all times. Should the 
marshals have any concerns with the float, the float must be stopped until such time as it 
is deemed safe to proceed. At no time must any leaflets, water, sweets or other missiles 
be thrown from the float which may cause injury to the public or the risk of over reaching 
and falling from the float. If a collection is being made, or leaflets being distributed, this 
should be done by other persons not on the HGV or trailer. 
10. No passengers may be carried on a carnival float unless it is in the procession. Whilst 
the float is in the procession the maximum speed will be 5 MPH, however the normal 
parade will include many frequent stops and starts. No one is to climb on or off the float 
whilst the float is in motion.  
11. Each float should carry a fire extinguisher and first aid kit for their immediate use.   

 
If you have any queries about Health & Safety in connection with the Newbury Carnival Parade,  

please contact the coordinator of our H&S Lead Clayton White 07947 451684 
 



 
GUIDELINES for Horse Drawn Vehicles in Carnivals: 
(also applicable for large animals walking as part of the parade) 
 
1. Ensure that the horses are used to working in crowds, since having lots of people and 
various motor vehicles in close proximity can be disturbing for them. 
2. The carnival is noisy, and there are frequent sudden and/or loud (e.g. horns) noises. 
3. There are sudden and unexpected movements (e.g. flag waving) and impromptu dance or 
other performances that may be immediately in front of you. 
4. The Parade Steward will position horses/larder animals carefully in the parade and 
make sure they are not followed by a 'noisy' group - a small, walking party will usually be 
selected to follow. 
5. In the form up, you should make yourself known to the Parade Steward who may then 
direct you to gather at the front end of Pound St, for instance, coming in from 
Bartholomew St and giving you a very wide area there in which to wait, away from the 
larder motor vehicles. 
6. You must ensure that you have someone to clean up any fouling of the route as you go to 
avoid mess for later parade entries along the route. 
7. No matter how well behaved and trained an animal is, remember that the unexpected 
could happen and there is always the possibility that an animal could bolt – You must plan 
an escape route along the route that may be used in such an incident.  
8. Check escape route access ahead of the parade commencing and make sure that all your 
staff are aware as well as Stewards manning road closures. This is particularly tricky once 
you get to the top of Bartholomew St (apart from turning off into Market Place), but we 
will have barriers over the bridge and manned by Stewards. 
9. We will minimise risks by ensuring entrants bring sufficient support to have trusted 
people walking either side and preferably in front and behind too  
10. We will have enough Stewards along the route to make sure crowds don't get too 
close, throw things, etc. 
11. You must have suitable insurance in place to participate in the parade and any carriage 
or float used must be suitable for purpose and roadworthy. 

 
If you have any queries about Health & Safety in connection with the Newbury Carnival Parade,  

please contact the coordinator of our H&S Lead Clayton White 07947 451684 
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